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Welcome
To Godshill Reception Class

We hope that you will find all the information you 
will need to help settle your child into our 
Reception class and make you both feel 
welcomed in to our friendly village school. If 
there is any further information you require, 
please ask by contacting the school office by 
phoning (01983)840246 or emailing us on 
office@godshillprimary.co.uk.  

We understand that this an enormous stage in 
your child's life and we are here to work beside 
you to make sure that everything is seamless.

Mrs Polly Smith is our Reception class teacher and EYFS lead.  She has a  
background in science and forest schools and this is evident in the exciting 
curriculum we provide for our children.  Mrs Dawn Sargent is our teaching 
assistant and she has many years of experience working with young children.  

The whole Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) team which consists of our 
Nursery and Reception class work closely together producing a seamless 
transition because of the combined teaching and learning environment 
provided. Our educational area is always evolving as our EYFS team work 
alongside the staff at Godshill Primary School to develop an exciting and 
motivating curriculum as well as an enticing, intriguing and exciting 
environment for our children. 

“Pupils are proud to attend their school. 
They build strong relationships with 
staff, based on mutual respect. Pupils 
know that they will be helped if they have 
any worries. This means that they feel 
safe and happy.” Ofsted 2023
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Meet the team

Things that I am learning to 
help the children

I recently completed my National 
Professional Qualification in Senior 
Leadership, which has helped guide me in 
how to effectively lead my team and 
provide continued improvement across the 
school.  
I am developing the schools PSHE and RE 
curriculums and enjoying learning from 
experts both on and off the island.
Being a forest school leader, I enjoy 
learning and developmenting this ethos 
within my everyday teaching.

Why I enjoy working at 
Godshill

I have worked at Godshill for 6 years 
now and every year has been so 
different.  I adore working as the 
Reception teacher and meeting the 
children and their families as they start 
their journey through our lovely, friendly 
village school.  My EYFS team always 
amaze me with their creative and fun 
ways of making learning come alive. 

My Education
● Greylands Preparatory 

School, Torbay, Devon
● Churston Grammar School, 

Torbay, Devon
● The University of Wales, 

Aberystwyth - BA (hons) 
Biology

● Exeter University - PGCE 
teaching

● HISP Teaching School Hub - 
NPQSL

Things I like
● Dungeons and Dragons
● Board games
● Roller skating
● Skateboarding
● My garden
● My pets
● Going to the beach 
● Crochet

I grew up in the seaside resort of Torbay in 
Devon.  I had an exciting childhood helping my 
parents renovate a dilapidated vicarage, going 
out on boats mackerel fishing, walking on 
Dartmoor and in my late teens becoming a 
SCUBA diving leader.  After completing my 
Biology degree at Aberystwyth, I travelled 
around the world SCUBA diving in amazing 
places such as the Great Barrier Reef, The Cook 
Islands and The Red Sea.  Returning to England 
I trained to be a science teacher and settled into 
a lovely job living and working in Dartmoor.  
Work took to the beautiful city of Bath where my 
family grew! 12 years ago I relocated to the Isle 
of Wight along my husband and three children 
and settled in to the wonderful world of primary 
education.

Mrs Polly Smith
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Meet the team

Mrs Dawn Sargent

Things that I am learning to 
help the children

The children are always teaching me 
new things! But this year I have 
embarked on Read Write Inc training 
and now deliver a session of Phonics to 
a small group of children daily.  
In the future I have training for Greg 
Bottrills (a lead EYFS advisor) Drawing 
club.

Why I enjoy working at 
Godshill

I have now had the pleasure of working 
at Godshill Primary School for 11 years.
Godshill is a warm and friendly place to 
work.  Seeing on a daily basis the 
children grow, thrive and achieve is 
always so rewarding and something that 
I never tire from.  Godshill is like an 
extended family.

My Education
● B.T.E.C - Child care
● N.N.E.B. -  National Nursery 

Examination Board (CACHE 
Diploma).

Things I like
● Spending time with 

my family and friends
● My Dog
● Walking
● Holidays
● Jigsaws
● DIY
● Gardening

I grew up in Nottingham.  Spending many years 
in St John Ambulance and being actively 
involved in martial arts where I achieved my 
black belt.
After completely a 2 year B.T.E.C. in child care 
and achieving my N.N.E.B. I worked at a college 
for many years in the Early year department, 
also being a supervisor of the baby unit.
Before having my own children, I also worked in 
Paediatric theatres.
Along with my husband and two children I 
moved to the island 11 years ago.
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Meet EYFS team

Mrs Polly Smith
EYFS, RE, PSHE, 

Careers Lead
Reception Teacher
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Mrs Dawn Sargent

Reception Teaching 
Assistant

Miss Lizzi Burden
EYFS Practitioner
NELI speech and 
Elklan Specialist

Miss Marie Seaman
Griffins Nursery Room 

Lead

Miss Lucy Parkman

EYFS Practitioner

Miss Lisa Thorn

EYFS Practitioner

Miss Alana Munro

EYFS Practitioner

Mrs Leigh Mannix

EYFS Admin



Transitions
Its is our key priority to make sure that every 
child and their family feels welcomed into our 
school no matter where their journey started. 

Children from our onsite nursery already play and 
learn alongside the current pupils and staff and 
enjoy through…

- Story and singing sessions
- Activity sessions
- Joint lunch times
- Spiralling curriculum
- Shared visits, visitors and exploration 

days/events.
- Phonics learning
- Shared external environment

“ in geography, the 
learning journey is 

clear from Nursery to 
Year 6. This means 
that pupils use their 
prior learning well to 
help them learn new 

things” Ofsted 2023
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Every day at Godshill Reception class is different, however there are some 
routines that are always in place. It is our belief that transitions between our 
Nursery class and Reception class are seamless because of the combined 
teaching and learning environment provided. We aim to make transitions 
from other early years settings to our Reception class as stress-free as 
possible, as well as catering for EVERY child’s individual needs. 

Our educational area is always evolving as our EYFS team work alongside 
the staff at Godshill Primary School to develop an exciting and motivating 
curriculum as well as an enticing, intriguing and exciting environment for our 
children. 
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School Times

“ Pupils enjoy participating in
local events, such as the Isle of Wight 
Mardi Gras festival. This gives them a 

sense of community.” 
” Ofsted 2023
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School starts at 8:30am
School ends at 3pm

Breakfast club (from 8am)
After school club (3pm until 5pm)

After School Clubs
Throughout the year the staff at Godshill offer different 
after school activities; such as forest school, 
cross-stitch, various sports, photography, crafts, 
dance, board games. 

These clubs vary from year to year and term to term.  
The office will contact parents/carers throughout the 
year to keep everyone updated with which clubs are 
available to your child each term.
(These are mostly free of charge, but some may have 
a small fee to cover resources). 

Trips
Trips out of the setting and special events are a fantastic opportunity for your 
child to learn about the wider world. Sometimes a voluntary contribution may 
be requested. (No child will be excluded if a contribution is not received.) 

“ The school ensures 
that pupils learn how to 

play musical 
instruments, including 

the ukulele and ocarina. 
After-school clubs, such 

as basketball, 
dodgeball and drama, 

are popular and 
inclusive. ”  Ofsted 2023



Sickness and Absence

“ The arrangements for 
safeguarding are effective.” 

 Ofsted 2023
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Please inform us for every day of absence by phoning or emailing the school 
office if your child is absent from school for any reason on by 9:00am.  

Phone number: (01983)840246        Email: office@godshillprimary.co.uk
Following a bout of sickness or diarrhea, we ask that you keep your child at 
home for a full 48 hours after the last episode.  Should your child become ill 
in school, we will try and contact you as soon as possible so that they can be 
collected. Please remember to inform the office of any medical conditions or 
allergies that relate to your child so that we can be aware of them. 

Safeguarding
The school has a duty of care to all children to ensure they are safe and free 
from harm. If your child has any accidents, or has hurt themselves please let 
a member of the EYFS team know. 

Accidents at home - If your child has serious accidents, or has hurt 
themselves at home - please let a member of the EYFS team know. 

Accidents at school - All accidents requiring treatment are recorded in our 
accident books. Whoever picks up your child will be told about the accident 
verbally by an accident form (and if deemed more serious verbally). If in our 
opinion a child requires further medical treatment, we will contact you 
immediately. Please make sure we have all up-to-date contact numbers, 
please inform the office of any changes. 

Collection Arrangements
When you register your child for school, you will be asked to provide the 
names of anyone who is authorised to pick up your child. You must inform the 
school office if these arrangements need to change. If you will be unavoidably 
late picking up – please telephone the office on (01983 840246) so that we 
can explain this to your child. We reserve the right to impose charges for late 
collection of children as your child will have to be placed within our after 
school provision.

mailto:office@godshillprimary.co.uk


Snacks
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We advise against bringing in snacks from home in Reception class as part of 
our curriculum we use the ‘free-fruit scheme’ to help teach maths and 
personal, social and emotional skills. 

Please also provide your child with a named water bottle each day. 

A selection of fruit will be offered to the children 
along with milk or water (please register your 
child for the under 5 milk scheme on 
www.coolmilk.com). 

Lunches
Children can bring a home packed lunch, or a school dinner can be ordered 
on the day.  Currently all children in Reception are entitled to a free school 
meal. The children have the choice of the dish of the day (these include 
meals such as roast, fish and chips, curries and pizza), tomato pasta, 
baguettes, jacket potatoes. 

If your child has any special dietary requirements / allergies please fill in the 
medical section of their registration forms to make them so that we can cater 
for them. 

As part of the early years curriculum the children learn about healthy and 
unhealthy food. Therefore if you choose to provide lunch for your child please 
do not include; sweets, glass bottles, chocolate or fizzy drinks. 

We are allergy aware at Godshill and ask that you kindly do not send your 
child into school with any NUT foods / food products. 
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Cooking Curriculum
As part of our gold/silver PEACH award Reception class are working 
alongside Chartwells to help the children learn essential cooking skills and 
learn how to cook and create healthy lunches for themselves.

With the help of the school cook the children will be challenged to fill their own 
baguettes when they order them and create their own desserts from scratch! 
(a rotation will be used to ensure all children participate).  

It is hoped that at the end of the children reception class the children will have 
the essential skills and knowledge to make their own healthy packed lunches.

“ in geography, the learning journey is clear from 
Nursery to Year 6. This means that pupils use their 
prior learning well to help them learn new things” 

Ofsted 2023



13

Clothing

● The navy sports hoodies are cut to a small size and children struggle to 
remove these.  Purple school jumpers are adequate for sports lessons.

● No rucksacks to be used please - book bags only 
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Clothing

Please ensure everything is labelled with your child's name. 

WINTER 
Grey trousers/skirt/pinafore 

Purple school polo shirt https://www.bigwight.com 
White/black/grey socks 

Black shoes/trainers 
Purple school jumper/cardigan https://www.bigwight.com 

SUMMER 
Grey shorts/skirts/pinafore 

Purple school polo shirt https://www.bigwight.com 
White/black/grey socks 

Black shoes/trainers 
Purple school jumper/cardigan https://www.bigwight.com 

PE kit 
Navy shorts/joggers 

Navy t-shirt from https://gods-hill-primary.footballkit.co.uk/ 
White/black/grey socks 

Plimsolls or trainers 

Please provide your child with a book bag. These help to protect books, 
letters and your child’s work as they take things to and from home and school 
(we recommend you purchase one from Big Wights new stock where they 
have a shoulder strap). https://www.bigwight.com/godshill-primary-book-bag/
 
When it is sunny we advise that children wear a sun hat and sunblock that 
you put on at home. Please make sure that your child has an appropriate 
coat because we encouraged the children to learn both inside and outside in 
all weathers. 

There is nothing better than a child that 
likes to explore and this is heavily 

encouraged. 

Although we do provide aprons - 
we cannot guarantee that they will not 

get MESSY! 

https://www.bigwight.com/godshill-primary-book-bag/
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Our Inside Learning Environment
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Our Inside Learning Environment
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Our Outside Learning Environment

Large flat open area for sports 
games Water kitchen

School pets - the three guinea 
pigs

Large wooden climbing frame 
which can become a fort/pirate 
ship/ stage!

Large area with a safety floor 
to encourage risky play
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Our Outside Learning Environment

Our nature area with mud 
kitchen, guinea pigs, reading 

circle and wigwam



19

Our Outside Learning Environment

Explorers Shed: filled with 
science and understanding 
the world tools and books

Active Shed: filled with sports, 
balancing and maths 

equipment.

Construction Shed: filled with 
den making equipment

Construction Shed: filled with 
recycled resources with 

elements of maths

Welly  Shed: filled with 
boots and overalls
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How We Learn
We believe that children learn through play. The children are encouraged to 
join in with all the activities, to be independent and to make choices. We offer 
a rich and varied curriculum in a safe but exciting environment. Every child 
develops at their own pace, but we aim to provide every child with 
opportunities that will help them to reach their full potential. 

Staff at Godshill believe that every child is unique and we believe that by 
tailoring the environment to cater for the different learning needs of its 
children we can move your child on to their own unique next step. 

We combine future planning (incorporating the component knowledge and 
key vocabulary from our Godshill Primary School curriculum with ‘in the 
moment planning', which allows us to alter and adapt our teaching, 
depending on what each child needs at that precise moment. 

We use Assess-Plan-Do-Review to ensure that every child is on track to 
meeting their individualised targets.  Children take part in the national 
baseline assessments at the start of the year.  At the end of the year the 
children are assessed alongside the Early Learning Goals to help inform 
their year one teacher of key areas for development.
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The EYFS Profile - Early Learning Goals
The EYFS profile is sometimes known as the early years profile or 
EYFSP. It summarises a child’s attainment at the end of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS), which is when they finish their Reception year. 
The EYFS profile summarises a child’s attainment against the early learning 
goals. There are seventeen early learning goals (sometimes shortened to 
ELGs) across all the Areas of Learning. The early learning goals are the 
goals or targets that children are working to achieve by the end of Reception. 
The goals cover a range of skills that children will have been learning and 
practising throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

The main purpose of the EYFS profile is to help create a smooth transition 
into year 1. The profile results will be shared and discussed with the child’s 
year 1 teacher to enable them to plan activities to meet the needs of all 
children in the class and to develop an understanding of each child’s needs 
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The School Day
From the very first week, children in Godshill Reception class are part of the 
school:

● Taking part in whole school assemblies
● Eating lunch alongside the older children in the lunch hall
● Enjoying singing as a school 
● After Easter using the main school playground for lunchtime play
● Using the school library
● Sharing the experience of special visitors coming into the school.

“ At break times, they enjoy using 
the adventure playground, playing 

football or chatting with their 
friends. They are kind and 

considerate to each other. ”
Ofsted 2023

“Pupils enjoy their wider 
opportunities. They sing together 

with enthusiasm in their 
assemblies”  Ofsted 2023
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Godshills Curriculum Goals
Our Curriculum goals are unique to the needs of the current cohort.  We 
design them as a result of a consultation with parents, during our home visits 
in July. Their clarity, with the definition of a clear achievable final goal helps 
parents to get involved and support learning at home. 

The first four goals reflect our schools CARE curriculum which also 
underpins the characteristics of effective learning.  The first milestone within 
these curriculum goals forms the end goals of the nursery curriculum.  The 
goals also have a British value and local history element to them.

At Godshill we want out curriculum to  ‘create aspirational and purposeful 
learning opportunities which develop independence, curiosity and creativity’
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Early Reading

Our Reception children build on this knowledge by being introduced swiftly to 
all the sounds and the correct formation of these letters.  The children have 
home and school reading books linked to their RWI level. We use an online 
catalogue of reading books to help support your child's reading at home via 
www.oxfordowls.co.uk

At Godshill Primary School we learn our phonics through 
Read, Write Inc. Our nursery children will secure their ‘Phase 
1’ phonics which helps them to recognise how we sound out 
words, environmental sound, rhyme and initial start sounds of 
letters. 

“All staff are trained in how 
to teach pupils to read using 
a phonics-based approach, 
starting from early years. 
Pupils show they know their 
letter sounds when they 
break down words, and they 
read with increasing 
fluency.” Ofsted 2023
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Read Write Inc.
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Read Write Inc.
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Read Write Inc.
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Read Write Inc.
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Read Write Inc.
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Read Write Inc. Letter Formation
Read Write Inc - Letter formation sayings
Sound Rhyme

m Down Maisie then over the two mountains. Maisie, mountain, mountain.

a Round the apple, down the leaf.

s Slide around the snake

d Round the dinosaur's back, up his neck and down to his feet.

t Down the tower, across the tower,

i Down the insect's body, dot for the head.

n Down Nobby and over the net.

p Down the plait, up and over the pirates face.

g Round the girls face, down her hair and give her a curl

o All around the orange

c Curl around the caterpillar

k Down the kangaroos body, tail and leg

u Down and under the umbrella, up to the top and down to the puddle

b Down the laces, over the toe and touch the heel

f Down the stem and draw the leaves

e Slice into the egg, go over the top, then under the egg

l Down the long leg

h Down the horse's head to the hooves and over his back

r Down the robot's back, then up and curl

j Down his body, curl and dot

v Down a wing, up a wing

y Down a horn, up a horn and under the yak's head.

w Down, up, down, up the worm.

z Zig-zag-zig, down the zip.

x Cross down the arm and leg and cross the other way 
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Maths

Numberblocks is a BBC television series aimed at introducing children to 
early number.  Snappy animation and loveable characters combine with 
engaging storylines to gently introduce concepts of number to support early 
mathematical understanding.  At Godshill Primary School we use National 
Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics materials with each 
episode as a launch pad. They help children to bring the numbers and ideas 
to life in the world around them.

To help develop fluency we have developed a collection of awards for the 
children to earn throughout the year.  These include:

● Counting objects to 5,10,20
● Subitising to 3 and 5
● Estimating to 10
● Recognising numerals
● Remembering number bonds to 3,5,10
● Recognising 2d and 3d shapes
● Stating one more and one less of numbers between 0 and 20
● Working out simple addition and subtraction calculations using the 

correct notation
● Ordering 3 different objects according to size/height
● Measuring with a ruler

“Mathematics curriculum which builds sequentially and is taught well. In 
early years, children encounter number across their environment and 
during focused teaching.” Ofsted 2023
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Homework
Reading 
We expect all children to read for about 5 minutes every school night. This 
may be through their flashcards, paper reading book or their online book.
Please record that they have read by writing on their reading record. 

Show and Tell 
Once per term the children will be given a small learning task to complete at 
home. This will be set according to their current topics. The tasks will range 
from short treasure hunts to making a model out of junk. These will then 
become the children’s show and tell. 

Children adore ‘show and tell’ sessions and from past experiences we know 
that the children excel at speaking if they share pictures, items of things they 
have made at home, or experiences they have had. 

Bringing toys into school 
is highly discouraged
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Parental Engagement

Academic review 
We will invite you in to meet with your child's teacher twice in the year. You 
will receive one full report at the end of the year. If you have any questions or 
queries at any time please come in and talk to a member of staff. We are 
always more than happy to help put your mind at ease. 

Parental Workshops 
Throughout the year we will invite different guest speakers into school to help 
enrich the children's learning. You will be invited to come along and join in! 
The school holds various events, such as discos, picnics and workshops 
which you can also take part in. 
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Celebration Assemblies
Celebration Assemblies 
At Godshill we like to celebrate our children’s successes 
with you.  You are welcome to attend our weekly 
celebration assemblies on Monday mornings at 8:45am. 
We have a range of special certificates which the children 
can earn throughout the year, these include: 

● Sports Star 
● Career Skills Certificate
● CARE - Star of the week (Challenge, Achieve, 

Respect, Enjoy)
● Attendance 
● House points 
● Governors Awards

You are always encouraged to bring in certificates which 
your child may have been awarded outside school so that 
we can celebrate with them as well!

“Pupils develop their leadership and teamwork skills. Members of 
the school council are proud to represent their classmates’ views. 
They know that they are listened to and that they help to shape 
aspects of school life, such as the introduction of a school disco 
and changes to the reward systems”  Ofsted 2023
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Tapestry Journal
Tapestry allows you to login with a secure username and password so you can view all 
your children’s observations, photographs and videos. You can like and comment on 
observations that we add for your child and it’s also possible for you to add your own 
observations. Your comments and your own observations will allow us to find out about 
which activities your child really enjoyed and the learning they get up to at home. 

Home Observations 
By uploading photos of what your child has achieved at home can form part of your child's 
speech and language development as they can use these videos and photos as ‘Show 
and Tell’ sessions. 

Parent Notification 
It’s also possible for you to be notified via email either immediately, daily or weekly if there 
are new entries for you to view. 

Memo Feature 
Over the past few years we have explored many different ways to share information with 
parents. We will be using the memos feature to share news from the school and updates 
about your child with you. All data that is entered to Tapestry is stored securely on their 
servers. If you are interested in finding out more information about this, you can go to 
https://tapestry.info/security. 

Photo permission 
Please fill in the relevant forms in your school starter pack to allow us to use photos and 
videos of your child 
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FROGS
Friends and Relatives of Godshill School
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Contacts
School Address Godshill Primary School, School Road, Godshill, Isle of 

Wight, PO38 3HJ

School Phone number (01983)840246

School email address office@godshillprimary.co.uk

Our PTFA
(FROGS)

frogsiow23@gmail.com

Mrs Polly Smith polly.smith@godshillprimary.co.uk


