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5th September 2024, 

Dear Parents, Carers and members of the communities which are served by 

Godshill Primary School, 

We are writing to you on behalf of the governing body, school leaders and all 

staff regarding the local authority proposal to close our school.  

We are completely devastated and heartbroken with the decision to consult on 

closing Godshill Primary school.  

Although we fully support the long overdue school place planning strategy for 

Island schools, we strongly believe that there are alternative proposals that 

could be considered, which would ensure children in Godshill and surrounding 

villages such as Chillerton and Rookley would continue to receive their 

education in our thriving rural primary school.   

We are particularly mindful that at the beginning of this year, the local authority 

assured parents of children from Chillerton and Rookley Primary school when 

they joined Godshill, that they would not be subjected to any further turbulence 

or disruption to their primary education. 

It feels like a smack in the face to our community that the school, not only did 

its bit to help ease some of these widely known issues, but has also been on a 

rapid school improvement journey. It was only November last year the school 

secured a ‘Good’ OFSTED judgement.  

Godshill has a dynamic and settled staff team, with great teachers and a really 

supportive parent body.  

Staff and governors accept there is an urgent need for school places to be 

rationalised and this cannot be based on sentiments, the school community has 

already made secure links with other schools to remain viable. It is widely 

appreciated that very difficult decisions need to be made over place planning, 

but clarity and consistency of the reasoning for each school on the island should 

be shared. 
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We have scrutinised the local authority’s criteria for identifying schools to be 

closed and firmly believe that our school has strong evidence against each 

criteria to enable us to be part of a long term solution.  

We wish to make clear that this announcement from the local authority is 

merely an initial proposal and is certainly not even at the beginning of any 

consultation stage. It is very much subject to local opinion and feedback. 

Please be assured that governors will be working closely with all local groups 

and organisations to ensure your voices are heard and listened to when 

formulating the alternative proposals to be presented for consideration. We are 

also taking legal advice which has been freely offered to us at this time to 

ensure we are able to explore all appropriate avenues. 

Our school has been proactive and supportive and is now being targeted to close 

and this feels very unfair. We do feel there is a case for Godshill to be one of 

the schools to remain open in the area. 

Thank you again for all your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Di Barker 

Chair of Governors 

On behalf of The Governing Body, the Senior Leadership Team and all Staff 
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